JUNE  4  and  5,  1988 
SHERATON  TAMPA  EAST 

CONFIRMED  GUESTS: 

Deni  Loubert. 

Bill  Black,  J.M.  Dillard,  Mark  Ellis,  Steve  Gallacci, 

Wm,  Michael  Kaluta,  Allen  Kurzrok,  Bob  Lewis,  Bob  McLeod, 
Bill  Mumy,  Mark  A.  Nelson,  Mart  Nodell 


Guest  of  Honor:  WILL  EISNER 


Advance  Admission 
$10.00  For  Both  Days 


June  4  ■  5  •  The  Florida  Fantasy  Festival 
Sheraton  Tampa  East 

7401  E  Hillsborough  Avenue  •  Tampa  Florida 


Appearances:  (Deni) 
il  April  23-24  • 


Deni  Loubert 


Jennifer  Grasberger 


Peter  Avanzino 


Distributors 
Bud  Plant 
Now  &  Then  Books 
Diamond  Comics 
Andromeda  Pub. 
Comics  Unltd.  Ltd 
Second  Genesis 
Capital  City  Dist. 
Titan  Dist. 

Styx  Comic  Service 


Renegade  Logo  Design  by  Dave  I 


MAX  COLLINS  and, 
TERRY  BEATTY’S  1 


"MURDER  CRUISE" 


A  MIST-TREE  TALE 


MAX  ALLAN  COLLINS 


ON  SALE  NOW 


JOHNNY  DYNAMITE 


BOB  BURDEN  AND  GRAPHITTI  DESIGNS  PRESENTS 


£3 
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ce  of  good  news  was  the  deal  with  Paper-  ongatodM^  tnan. 

prints  of  MS.  TREE.  Again,  this  means  that  At  my  side  near  my  typewriter  is  the  latest  issue  of  Ms.  Tree. 


ami 
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DARK  CITY  and  QUARRY’S  CUT.  I  hope  during  the  v 
break  to  start  reading  the  HELLER  TRILOGY.  I  sU 
reading  the  first  one  and  then  got  bogged  in  school  wo 
was  quite  good.  One  question:  Why  did  you  or  Tor  books  de-  * 
cide  to  drop  the  photographs  and  the  maps  that  appeared  in  ' 
the  hard  bound  editions  of  TRUE  CRIME  and  THE  MILLION 
DOLLAR  WOUND?  Looking  through  the  hard  bound  copies,  I 
found  that  they  helped  capture  the  era. 

MS.  TREE  still  capture’s  the  feel  of  mystery.  I  almost 
ceased  reading  her  adventures  when  my  friends  at  Comics  and 
Comix  told  me  that  you  had  planned  to  cut  her  stories  in  half 
and  begin  to  reprint  old  Johnny  Dynamite  stories.  I  thought 
■Less  of  Ms.  Tree  and  another  back  up  to  read.*  I  decided  to 
read  all  of  the  back  issues  that  lay  at  my  side.  The  Ms.  Tree 
stories  held  up  quite  well.  I  avoided  the  Johnny  Dynamite  sto¬ 
ries.  Then  I  read  the  one  in  issue  #41 .  It  was  excellent.  It  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  see  how  both  Ms.  Tree  and  Johnny  Dynamite  are 
similar,  though  almost  thirty  years  separate  them. 

Looking  back,  it  is  almost  forty  years  since  the  excellent 
film  noir  'The  Big  Clock*  came  out.  Now  we  have  the  remake 
entitled  *No  Way  Out.*  It  is  just  as  taut  and  it  too  keeps  you 
"  '  ‘  ire  the  excellent  but  flawed 'The  Un- 

all  are  running  from  the  skeletons  in  our  hidden  closets. 

I  also  would  like  to  state  here  that  I  do  agree  with  Hurri- 
i  to  drop  the  half  tones.  As  I  had  stated 


ml  know  what  the  heck  everyone’s  c< 


Lou  isn't  kidding:  ho  really  did  send  us  two  bucks;  and  we 
(Collins  and  Beatty)  really  did  split  it,  and  spend  it,  each  in 
his  own  way.  Sorry,  Gary! 


Dear  Max  and  Terry 

Regarding  the  idea  of  doing  MS.  TREE  in  black  and 
white,  issue  #41  makes  a  good  example  of  trying  the  idea. 
Having  had  the  good  fortune  of  meeting  Terry  at  the  San 
Diego  Comics  Convention  and  seeing  some  photocopies  of  this 
issue's  art  in  straight  B&W,  I  think  that  little  was  gained  by 
adding  the  green  half-tones. 


in  this  letter  and  in  issi  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

school.  Besides  Black  and  White  always  demonstrated  the  po¬ 
larity  of  good  and  evil  in  an  aesthetic  sense.  Where  Ms.  Tree 
could  easily  fit  into  the  late  40’s  and  50's;  Max  you  have  placed 
her  in  the  oppressed  80's.  Once  again  have  we  really  learned 
anything  from  the  past? 

I  plan  to  remain  faithful  to  MS.  TREE  even  as  she  enters 
the  new  era  of  controversy.  It  is  because  of  Max  and  hi: 

Tree  stories  have  for  the  m; ,  ,  . . . . 

shoulders  above  'Miami  Vice.*  I’m  also  glad  to  see  that  she  is  no 
Rambo.  I  like  characters  that  can  think  and  also  get  hurt.  Bra¬ 
vo  to  Ms.  Tree.  Bravo  to  Max  Collins  and  Terry  Beatty. 

Well  I  hear  the  guards  screaming  from  the  corner  of  my 
mind.  They  want  to  start  breaking  the  pile  of  books  over  in  the 
corner.  So  little  time  to  have  and  not  enough  time  to  do  it  all.  I 
am  glad  I  read  the  latest  issue.  I  am  glad  that  I  took  time  to 
send  and  write  you  this  letter.  Keep  up  with  the  good  work. 
Okay  I'm  coming.  RRRRUUMBLEE  CRRACKII! 


■Miss  Lace  Lives* )  was  almost  too  interesting.  I  found  myself 
reading  it  more  than  the  balloons. 

Not  too  much  violence  was  written  into  'Coming  of 
Rage,'  Max.  The  only  gunplay  was  in  two  brief  flashbacks 
(which  only  showed  a  gun  being  fired)  and  the  only  knifing  was 
also  a  flashback(  although  this  time  a  victim  was  shown).  Even 
the  meeting  between  Mike  and  Lisa  was  nice  and  quiet.  If  it 
wasn't  for  the  Johnny  Dynamite  story,  this  issue  might  have 
gotten  a  CCA  seal.  Keep  this  trend  up  and  MS.  TREE  could 
be  published  by  HARVEY  or  STAR  COMICS. 

My  opinion  of  the  Johnny  Dynamite  reprints  is  improving 
with  each  issue.  Now  it’s  clear  that  the  first  two  weren’t  even 
being  from  the  A  stack  or  the  B  stack.Regrettably,  it 
le  place  of  a  Ms.  Tree  story,  but  at  least  it’s  not  the 
bstitute  that  it  appeared  to  be  at  first, 
i  m  glad  that  there  was  an  explanation  for  Johnny  get¬ 
ting  the  eyepatch  in  *Eye  For  An  Eye.*  Even  better,  that  the 
story  had  Johnny  in  the  hospital  for  eight  weeks  instead  of  an 
overnight  stay.  Probably  die  to  Johnny  being  a  pre-Silver  age 
comic,  I  felt  that  those  two  details  would  have  been  forgotten, 
and  just  one  day  he  would  have  had  an  eyepatch. 

Before  closing,  congratulations  to  you  two  on  the  deal 
with  Paperjacks  books  to  reprint  Ms.  Tree  stories.  Hopefully 
that  will  help  things  out.  Also  congratulations  on  DC  picking 
up  on  WILD  DOG ,  even  though  that  puts  a  crimp  on  Ms.  Tree 


body,  they  stay  shot.  Heller  is  not  a  trilogy,  by  the  way  -  the 
fourth  one,  NEON  MIRAGE,  is  out  right  now.  As  for  TOR 
omitting  the  pics,  they  tell  me  it's  because  of  the  poor  repro¬ 
ductive  quality  they  get  on  the  pulpy  paperback  paper.  I  don  1 
mind...it  provides  an  incentive  for  readers  to  spring  for  the 
more  expensive  hardcover.  NEON  MIRAGE,  by  the  way,  is 
probably  physically  the  most  handsome  Heller  volume  to  date. 


Hurricane  Heeran 
Van  Nuys,  CA 

All  kidding  aside,  one  of  the  nice  things  about  having  the 
consistently  violent  * Johnny  Dynamite"  as  a  back-up  story  is 
that  I  don't  have  to  worry  about  whether  or  not  I'm  meeting 
any  sort  of  action  quota  in  MS.  TREE...!  can  tell  the  story  as  it 
needs  to  be  told. 


You  might  forget 
it’s  only  a 
comic  book. 


mi 
Six 
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Now 
Auailable 
From: 
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GREEN  VALLEY. 

THE  PERFECT  TOWN  FOR  THE  PERFECT  DECADE. 


BUT  THE  FIFTIES 

WEREN’T  ALL  THEY  WERE  CRACKED  UP  TO  BE. 
AND  NEITHER  WAS  GREEN  VALLEY. 


DISCOVER  THE  DARK  SECRETS  LURKING  BENEATH  THE  TOWN  OF  TOMORROW 
PLUS  OTHER  TALES  OF  SUBURBAN  SUSPENSE  IN  SUBURBAN  NIGHTMARES  BY 
CHERKAS,  HANCOCK  AND  VAN  BRUGGEN.  FOUR  BIWEEKLY  ISSUES  COMING  IN  JULY 
FROM  RENEGADE  PRESS. 


